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With the self-satisfied righteousness the Pharisees, ad- 
hering literal formulas and regarding themselves 
the chosen few, many Americans regard this country 
the promised land and themselves God’s chosen. While 
are engaged war, often euphemized fight for 
Christianity and democracy, against the Nazi oppressors 
Christians and Jews and minority groups, ourselves 
are often blind racial and economic discriminations 
which are fundamentally the same those the Nazi 
philosophy. Nowhere this more apparent than the 
treatment the Negroes, emancipated Lincoln 1863 
and most recently (1944) granted again the right voting 
(in Texas primaries) yet nowhere this land democ- 
racy and equal rights treated rightfully the white 
master race. This problem racial discrimination the 
powerful and well-developed theme Strange Fruit. 


Maxwell, Georgia, small mill-town, intended 
cross-section Southern life and attitudes toward the 
Negro. The Negro family the Andersons educated 
and cultured above average; Nonnie Anderson college 
graduate, yet accepting without complaint her inferior 
position, all the more galling because her deep love for 
white Tracy Deen whom she with child the story 
opens. Tracy, too, loves Nonnie; convention were not 
strong, probably would have married her; the exist- 
ence this anti-Negro tradition forms the conflict-basis 
the story. There white girl, Dorothy Pusey, well- 
mannered yet nonentity Tracy’s emotional life, who 
has been intended for Tracy since the time took her 
high-school affair. The story developed the time 
religious revival Maxwell. Brother Dunwoodie 
minister some personal power who can readily adjust 
his conscience and speech the needs the commu- 
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nity. His attitude toward the Negroes fits well with 
white conduct and racial philosophy. This expresses 
talk with Tracy attempts his conversion, 


You see, Deen, you have keep pushing them back 
across that nigger line. Keep pushing! That’s right. 
Kind like with dog. You have dog, seems 
right human. More sense than most men. And you 
lot rather around that dog than anybody you ever 
knew. But he’s still dog. You don’t forget that. 
And you don’t forget the other. It’s the same 
(p. 88). 


Gradually the pressure Brother Dunwoodie and others 
combines make Tracy pledge marriage Dorothy. The 
minister suggests Tracy “find some good nigger you 
can count marry her (Nonnie). Give her some money 
Give him some money, too” (p. Tracy does 
that. But unfortunately chooses man marry 
Nonnie who fails keep his mouth shut. Anderson, 
hearing that his sister had been abused, takes gun, killing 
Tracy just after the latter had told Nonnie his intention 
leaving her. Tracy’s negro friend, Henry, whom 
had chosen Nonnie’s husband, finds his body. Henry 
suspected the murder, though the evidence against 
him, temporarily hidden the Deen family whose 
grounds had grown with Tracy since childhood, but 
finally located the blood-lusting group Negro- 
haters and burned death. last minute plea well- 
intentioned but procrastinating mill-owner failed halt 
the mob which had easily and casually sloughed off the 
religious veneer the revival. The day after, the negroes 
were meeker than usual, having again been taught that 
the color line was still existent. 


The novel powerful and generally excellent style. 
Characters are carefully developed. One could hardly 
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find more clearly portrayed individual than Mrs. Deen; 
the ten pages (p. 60-70) where the author turns the spot- 
light her are indicative her method treating the 
other ten twelve major participants the plot. 
careful balance preserved between the Negro and white 
characters. Incidents, such the meeting between Tracy 
and the Reverend Livingston and his wife; and Mamie’s 
thrashing young Henry, which show the careful atti- 
tude toward color, preserved both sides, are well- 
chosen. There are, however, cases which vulgarities 
appear 225-6), cooperation Dr. Deen 
abortion (which, however, refused perform him- 
self), approval abortion the Negress Bess (one 
the better characters) when she describes foetus 
“simply mass pulp, which could quickly removed, 
were not for Nonnie’s stubhornness” (p. 369). Because 
the story whole presents situation clamoring for 
change language not too completely suited general 
reading, recommend the novel worthy the con- 
sideration mature readers. 


i 


Gessner, Mar. 13, 1944. 


383p. $2.75. 


Across the history our own American Revolution there 
flashed fiery character who, rose the heights 
heroism, came only closer the time when sank 
the depths shame. Benedict Arnold was not only the 
major traitor but also the major hero era and the 
story his metamorphosis fascinating one told 
Mr. Gessner through the person Matthew Clarkson, 
idealistic young rebel who served under Arnold. 


Matthew Clarkson ran fear from the machine-like 
precision Hessian bayonet work Brooklyn and all his 
idealistic young confidence the success his cause 
evaporated. Haym Solomon, the Jewish patriot, presented 
here the refugee his day, and Sally Cornell, avid 
young rebel with Rousseauistic inclinations, the daughter 
Tory parents, cooperate stir him out despair and 
still confused Matthew recovers his 
fighting mood and, after the burning New York, 
accepts commission, secured family influence, 
Major General Benedict Arnold. 
rides with Arnold into upper New York where 
brilliant stroke warfare St. Leger forced 
withdraw and one prong colony-splitting move- 
ment crumpled. Matthew flees terror when thinks 
that battle about joined but Arnold’s feat restores 
his confidence and gives his General blind faith 
and alleigiance, seeing him the man whose destiny 
save the Revolution. This allegiance was strengthened 
Arnold’s victory Freeman’s Farm the Battle 
Saratoga which blocked Burgoyne’s advance and crumpled 
the second prong the British movement thus saving the 
colonies from inevitable defeat. 


that time Arnold was the national hero and his leader- 
ship was the most popular the Army. But jealousy 
brother officers and the carping investigations politicians 
into minor irregularities his behavior and accounts kept 
Arnold from advancing the position merited. His 
pay was arrears, the wounded leg condemned him 
inactivity, had received little recognition for his services, 
and found himself continually blocked his efforts 


Best SELLERS 


promote the military aspects the Revolution. 
proud, vain, sensitive, self-centered man, such Arnold 
was, this was gall and its acid bite was induce cancer 
which was grow into festering sore his honor. 
Only Washington honored and trusted him but Arnold 
these sentiments meant little since, his jaundiced eye, 
honor and destiny moved daily ever further 


grasp. 


After Saratoga Arnold was made military governor 
Philadelphia when Howe abandoned that city. Here 
came under the influence set wealthy merchants 
who cared little what government was power long 
they could constitute the ruling class and advance their 
own interests. Mr. Gessner sees this group the original 
appeasers, dealing equally with each side long their 
own position could maintained. They failed rec- 
ognize the magnitude the Revolution stemming from 
the people and had care for independence such 
seeking only greater share position and trade within 
the British Empire. They favored negotiated peace and 
actually constituted Fascistically inclined oligarchy. 
Ironically enough they were the original Cliveden set, 
appellation taken from the name the Chew estate. 
Arnold’s own fortune was dissipated, partly the service 
his country, and preserve what considered his 
proper state used his office engage various pecula- 
tions and speculations questionable character with these 
men. that time met and love with Peggy 
Shippen, girl Tory sympathies, and finally married 
her. Members Congress and the State Assembly, 
some sincerely and others vengefully, pressed for investi- 
gations Arnold’s conduct, which were later culminate 
trial, and this affront his pride drove him deeper 
under the influence his Tory friends who helped 
satisfy his love power and wealth. Gradually 
changed until their views were his, then finally his 
wife’s insistence entered into communication with 
Clinton New York. The final impetus was reprimand 
administered Washington the sentence Arnold’s 
trial. course this point, under the influence 
friends and wife Arnold actually thought that was 
working for love country and for the best interests 
the colonies attempting end the war betrayal. 


the meantime Matthew had clung blindly his fervent 
faith Arnold and, although had left him for short 
campaign the South under Lincoln during which 
was captured and paroled, continued defend Arnold 
hotly and without discrimination. failed realize 
Arnold’s true depravity and saw only the injuries and 
insults offered his hero. Sally Cornell however had 
clearer vision and did her best show Matthew the truth 
but had not matured the point where love was 
stronger than hero worship nor had formulated clear 
and definite picture what fought for and she was 
unsuccessful. Thus their marriage was kept state 
constant postponement. 


Arnold’s negotiations with the British were finally suc- 
cessful and asked and obtained, favor from Wash- 
ington, the command West Point, key military strong- 
hold and arsenal, whose fall would cut the colonies 
half and end the war. this point Mr. Gessner 
his best and the story rises almost feverish pace 
Arnold enters the final stages disintegration. art- 
fully dismantles the fortifications, sells provisions, shifts 
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garrisons, and generally disorganizes routine 
tion for the final coup, plans for which are being con- 
stituted with Major Andre. Even the capture Wash- 
ington included the plans. Matthew, who serving 
violation his parole, begins suspect Arnold’s 
treachery but cannot admit himself and undergoes 
his final struggle. The capture Andre and Washing- 
ton’s unscheduled return the Point expose the entire 
plot. Arnold flees the British, Matthew realizes his 
error, exonerated and pardoned Washington and goes 
Sally the story ends. Arnold’s character summed 
Washington the following words: “Arnold has 
been irresistible leader. Although many men have 
been willing die under him, none have been his close 
friends, not even used acquaintances for advance- 
ment. His was personal leadership without public re- 
sponsibility.” 


Treason not only story segment the American 
Revolution but psychological analysis Arnold’s char- 
acter and activities, together with account Matthew’s 
development and maturation. The first two are well 
done and present convincing pictures whole but the 
third poor and detracts considerably from the story. 
The author strains and breaks the pace his narrative 
when attempts draw exacting parallels between those 
times and the present the matter appeasers, fascism 
and anti-Semitism. could also have devoted much 
more attention Haym Solomon whose role those 
events has never been fully treated. Among the objec- 
tionable features the book may cited the indulgence 
profanity, rather suggestive and non-condemning treat- 
ment fornication between Matthew and Sally (p. 54), 
bit suggestive humor page 122 and some confused 
ideas immortality the end the book. Otherwise 
the book seems suitable for adults especially those who 
will not harmed the features cited. 


* * 


Rolo, Charles Raiders. Viking. Feb. 11, 
196p. $2.50. 


Immediately after the disastrous British retreat from 
Burma Field Marshall Wavell, commanding India, 
commissioned Brigadier General Orde 
organize and train group men for penetration, with 
various objectives, behind the Japanese lines Burma. 
Brigadier Wingate was military eccentric, man with 
genius for the unorthodox, Bible-quoting fighter who 
developed perhaps the most unique operations force 
seen this war, force whose only lines communica- 
tion were via radio and plane. 


Denied crack troops Wingate took levies from the King’s 
Liverpool regiment, mostly drafted men from English in- 
dustrial towns, combined them with Burmese and Gurk- 
halis, added medical and signal corps men together with 
few R.A.F. pilots and developed them into self-con- 
tained force which not only “imitated” but out-Tarzaned 
Tarzan the difficult mountain and jungle terrain 
northern Burma. Wingate was master training men for 
guerilla fighting and had demonstrated the success his 
methods both Palestine and Ethiopia. was con- 
fident that his program could make any man the equal 
master the Japs and there were only two main points 
that program, exhaustive knowledge and intensive train- 
ing. This training developed force men who could 
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outtrack, outfight and outsmart numerically superior 
Japanese forces one the most difficult areas the 
world, area where regular army simply could not 
penetrate. addition the development this force 
Wingate’s second contribution was the use airplanes 
sole means supply and radio the sole means 
communication. Supply droppings were arranged 
radio and several R.A.F. pilots were taken along 
select sites for such droppings well radio back 
information locations and landmarks. This system 
worked admirably and gave Wingate the speed and mo- 
bility necessary for success. 


Crossing the Chindwin river early 1942 the Raiders, 
known Chindits, penetrated into Burma two main 
columns each several groups. Their main objectives 
were disrupt Japanese communications, relieve pres- 
sure the Chinese along the Salween river front, 
the Kachin Levies,, group British-officered natives re- 
sisting the Japanese extreme northern Burma, and 
the British forces the Arakan front, prevent the 
Japanese from consolidating prepartion for drive into 
India and finally propagandize the Burmese natives. 
One major column headed southward feint draw 
the Japanese away from the northern column which had 
the more important tasks. Both columns cut the 
Myitkyina-Mandalay railroad, the backbone Japanese 
communications northern Burma and then headed even 
deeper into Burma and across the Irrawaddy River. 
Continually they raided Jap outposts, ambushed pursuing 
columns, set booby traps and general threw ten thou- 
sand square mile area into confusion. Their tactics were 
hit and run but never continue battle with superior 
force. They were successful all their missions, com- 
pletely exploding the myth Japanese superiority the 
jungle and causing inestimable damage. Casualties were 
light first but the jungle inevitably took its toll even 
these physically hardened men. The withdrawal India 
was nightmare because increased Jap vigilance and 
reinforcements but was made successfully. course 
the expedition described much more detail than can 
given here, not only the exploits accomplished but also 
the characters and reactions the men. 


Wingate’s Raiders intelligibly written account one 
the more spectacular and extraordinary campaigns 
this war. The account necessity incomplete due 
the military ban tactical details which can used 
again. Perhaps Wingate himself could have written the 
story would have had tale compare with that 
Lawrence, Lawrence Arabia, the last war. 
Unfortunately that can never due his tragic death 
last month. Thus the present book, though somewhat 
lacking the detail and color the story, must suffice 
unless one the more gifted Chindits constitutes himself 
their biographer. There one instance profanity and 
one very slightly suggestive incident but otherwise the 
book can recommended all. 


Kaup, Elizabeth Seed the Puritan. Dial Press. Feb. 
15, 1944. 400p. $2.75. 


Possibly nothing our culture more thoroughly Ameri- 
can than our political manipulations. All know the 
story bosses, political machines, trades and 
other appurtenances but few appreciate the influ- 
ence they exert upon our lives and fewer still are directly 
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concerned with their improvement. The present book 
tells story based political manipulation but essentially 
the story man who aspired wield the power 
politics only discover, after having devoted lifetime 
the profession, that never had been equipped 
successfully. The central character Josiah (Joe) 
Madden, New England Yankee, whom “the seed 
the Puritan was always green”, meaning that his con- 
science what passed for conscience was always active 
until Josiah’s innate self respect forced him yield its 
dictates. 


Josiah Madden’s father was drunkard and Joe was 
forced help support the family early age work- 
ing shoe factory. Came the first World War and Joe 
returned hero. Marching review past the governors 
five states suddenly realized that had the power 
bring those men out and determined then and there 
that would devote his life not holding public office 
but obtaining the power dictate who should hold 
that office. Refusing job the shoe factory began 
sell insurance, organized and operated speakeasy, 
worked into local politics, was elected city council and 
finally became power the local organization. this 
time through somewhat shady traction deal came 
under the mentorship Judge Salem Anders, man wise 
the ways politics and public life, who first at- 
tempted dissaude Joe from his course and then later 
helped him. Joe then abandoned his bootlegging, causing 
the deaths his two partners, but his steady rise was 
checked when married Flo, waitress the Lindsay 
House and amateur prostitute. However refused 
believe that such alliance could hindrance and 
was only convinced when the Judge persuaded him run 
for mayor and found himself decisively beaten despite 
the power his machine. Here Joe’s fatal weakness was 
demonstrated—his belief that could shape the actions 
and opinion the people matter what did what 
events confronted him. 


Under Anders’ tutelage Josiah then moved with his wife 
and son large city, presumably New York, where 
obtained executive position with insurance com- 
pany. After living there year had established legal 
voting residence and Anders through Henry Vliet had 
him introduced the local Democratic organization de- 
spite the fact that Josiah had started Republican. 
Here rose rapidly and after few years was made 
titular head the party preserve crumbling organiza- 
tion whose big shot had gone jail where, incidentally, 
curious process reform had changed selfish, amoral 
man into noble Josiah was organiza- 
tional wizard and, the face Republican national 
domination, kept the Democratic machine functioning 
and powerful local politics. Here for the first time 
came into conflict with Roberto Carrington, immigrant, 
Republican, honest politician but one who knew and 
used all the tricks the trade. Roberto was the side 
the reformers and although Josiah checkmated his early 
moves still managed move higher the political 
ladder and finally become established force against 
which Josiah was dash vain. 


the meantime Josiah had begun affair with Paris 
Enderby, unpredictable daughter utilities magnate 
and the magnet Joe’s desires and ambitions, and was 
happy for time until she left him marry Carrington. 


Bromfield 
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During these years Flo had worked herself culturally 
and socially, gradually establishing niche where her 
limited talents were useful. Young Josiah, Jr., had also 
been growing but Joe’s party work and the affair with 
Paris had left him time for his family and failed 
realize their development. the years moved 
Josiah felt his early inadequacy growing and, although 
the Democrats had succeeded nationally, his own machine 
had deteriorated until only his organizational genius kept 
barely However still mistook the shadow 
power for the real thing until the clouds war and the 
pressure changing events began shake his belief. 
The renomination the President for second term 
the Chicago convention against his preferences made him 
doubt still more and when Carrington beat him 
crucial governorship contest finally came admit that 
had neither the knowledge, the vision nor the personal 
flair govern through politics and that the will one 
man could not imposed people. After short 
struggle with himself faced the facts, resigned his party 
positions and went back begin again the shoe factory 
knowing that organizational ability, the one thing did 
have, would value his country and would time 
carry him his rightful place the scheme things. 
Josiah, Jr., had become lieutenant the Army and 
the story ends affirms his faith the essential goodness 
his father and the Puritan conscience which has 
forced him make effort retrieve his errors 
lies dying foxhole New Georgia. 


Seed the Puritan times well written story, 
others confusing and tangled one. Some its elements 
are good, others only partially and some are evil. 
Josiah’s final yielding conscience value but his con- 
science never was very high order and his only moral 
code seems have been that self-respect. Also good 
the idea that Americans will never permit one man 
dictate their political life. The story politics told 
obscurely and generalities but times there good 
material there also. One finds hard escape the con- 
clusion that the role Josiah that some figure 
real life but the story not sufficiently clear that point. 
Definitely evil the affair between Josiah and Paris, in- 
volving sex course and never regretted Joe. Rather 
futile the type conversion undergone the big shot 
prison. Interesting but misunderstood the author’s 
idea that the Church very potent force ward 
tics. All all the book does not seem too harmful for 
adults but there little reason recommend any 
great extent. 


Bromfield, Louis. What Became Anna Bolton? Harper. 
Mar. 29, 1944. 311p. $2.50. 


This meandering novelette takes its theme the rise 
Annie Scanlon, daughter poor but respectable char- 
woman. After the death first husband Tom Harrigan 
(killed highway accident when called back his 
parents through deceitful telegram) Annie determined 
show native-town Lewisburg, Ohio, that could not 
snub her had when she had married Tom from the 
right side the tracks. the simple (and unoriginal) 
expedient marrying for money the second time, she 
became the wife wealthy, elderly Mr. Bolton from 
whom she soon acquired untold millions with which she 
set out conquer society London and Paris. 
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novelist Mr. Bromfield’s stature this proves simple 
even the extent gaining the confidence 
Madame Ritz Ritz Hotel fame. Then the German blitz 
chased Annie from the Ritz. 
Among the refugees she and her companion encountered 
many homeless children. Annie turned humanitarian, 
selling her most prized possessions (Herr Goering was the 
purchaser Annie’s internationally known coat and 
jewels) acquire the means material support for her 
colony. When Jean Lambert, the father one the 
babies appeared, Annie was shocked the resemblance 
first and true love Tom. Result: Annie’s female com- 
panion dies conveniently had Mr. Bolton, leaving 
Annie free marry Jean and become good almost 
poverty-stricken wife North Africa. 
This simply told tale, morally quite improvement 
over Bromfield’s recent novels though still without real 
depth. Occasionally, there are slight lapses into vulgari- 
ties. satire upper-class society lacks sufficient 
detail value. may considered light, adult 
entertainment the harmless but worthless variety. 

* * 


Sforza, Count Carlo. Contemporary Italy: Its Intellectual 
and Moral Origins. Dutton. Mar. 430p. 
$3.50. 


The charge leveled Francesco Berni against the Ghibel- 
lines the sixteenth century could justly applied 
Carlo Sforza and his group tired and anachronistic 
combattando eran morti. They 
kept fighting and yet they were dead”. ap- 
parently learned nothing and forgotten nothing, Count 
Sforza this book offers rehash the mouldy scraps 
nineteenth century materialistic “liberal” theory which 
modern scholars—chiefly non-Catholic—have relegated 
the limbo discredited fallacies. interpretation 
Italian history untrue, his treatment the Church 
history unfair, his diagnosis Italy’s present political 
illness astigmatic, and his proposed remedies would re- 
store under another name fascism worse than Mussolini. 


is, possibly, his recent preoccupation with practical 
politics rather than with scholarship which has led Count 
Sforza into weaving phantasmagoria canards which 
the following are some typical examples: 


The Reformation was “revolt against the monotony 
mundane pleasures flight toward 
ideals” (p. 20). For antidote see the authoritative The 
Renaissance and the Reformation the non-Catholic 
Henry Lucas. 

The Catholic Counter-Reformation was “negative and 
not positive movement”, and lacked “those [necessary 
secret forces imagination and poetry” (p. answer 
this, see the dogmatic decrees the Council Trent, 
which, admittedly, were not based imagination 
poetry. 

The institution the confessional was encourage- 
ment lax morality (p. (Not deserving an- 

“Tridentine Catholicism” was reasonable and 
sensible dry the springs the religious spirit” 
(p. answer required, since the remark 
unintended compliment. 

Garibaldi was “as Christian St. Francis Assisi, 
his rage against priestly government being merely ex- 


Sforza 


pression primitive Christianity” (p. 70). St. Francis 
Assisi could best answer this. 


Pius IX: “On the development the liberalism 
that characterized the nineteenth century knew 
nothing else than oppose with maledictions 
the Syllabus” (p. 103). answer this see the standard 
work the two non-Catholics F.-H. and Berkeley, 
Italy the Making, v., Cambridge, University Press, 
1932); also, Antonio Monti, Pio nel risorgimento, (Bari, 
Laterza, 1928). (Count Sforza apparently basing his 
judgment Pius the light piéces d’occasion 
the ’eighties and ’nineties. Nothing this jaded volume 
more unfair than the author’s cavalier dismissal Pius 
stuffy obscurantist—a theory never accepted Radet- 
sky Metternich.) 


The list could almost indefinitely prolonged For 
instance, competent scholar now speaks the “en- 
tombment” young woman “nunnery” (p. 25). 


Count Sforza feels that the best modern philosophic 
thought represented Giambattista Vico and Bene- 
detto Croce. According the intellectual and social out- 
look these thinkers would construct the new Italy. 
The advisability such course may judged from 
some select aphorisms Vico and Croce. “Truth,” said 
the former, “is not its immobility but its becoming 
(farsi)” (quoted Sforza, 19); and again: “The human 
spirit the God man, God the spirit the 
(ibid.) And from Croce: “The activity the mind 
reality—all reality” (ibid., italics Sforza’s). This the 
authentic language fin-de-siécle 
pantheism, the defunct character which has evidently 
escaped the notice Count Sforza. The political and 
social doctrines implied these principles would provide 
the most fecund ground for the growth new totali- 
tarianism Italy. 


Almost every page the book implied endorsement 
the political philosophy the old Italian 
this type masked totalitarianism which Count Sforza 
would bring back Italy. The non-Catholic authority 
Guido Ruggiero has thus appraised the doctrine: 


Thus, unexpectedly, the generic profession liberalism 
concealed program ingerenza controllo, ration- 
alistic intolerance which was the natural heir that 
already employed the old absolutism. was, never- 
theless, profound innovation, since the authority 
the State, this all other human relations, set 
not the faculty individual, but the conscious- 
ness autonomy spirit making its own 
pensiero politico meridionale, 391.) 


These are the more flagrant errors the book. There are 
many more distortions only little less important. For 
instance, the author’s strictures the Neapolitan Bour- 
bons and the Austrian princes pre-1860 Italy are abund- 
antly refuted the more scientific interpretations 
Giuseppe Paladino, Antonio Lucarelli, Henri Bedarida, 
and the despatches the United States ministers 
the Italian capitals during the period Austrian hegem- 
ony. the unfair criticism the policy Pius 
toward Hitler and Mussolini, the recent volume Camille 
(reviewed this issue) provides sufficient re- 


Hutter Donath 


This book outstanding example false history, pet- 
tish religious bias, and inability appreciate the real 
nature Italy. The author misses the fact that the old 
liberals had their chance and failed. they are given 
another chance shall have new Mussolini within 
generation. The volume, like the false doctrine repre- 
sents, recommended for oblivion. 
Joseph Durkin, 


University Scranton. 


Hutter, Catherine. The Outnumbered. 
Mar. 14, 1944. 355p. $2.75. 


The village Pritnitz near Vienna Austria during the 
years 1924-1938 the scene for this novel developing the 
rise the Nazi party which culminated the successful 
Anschluss. Near the village was the Sanitarium Strubl, 
institution for consumptives conducted the Jewish 
Dr. Sapponyi, which the affluent all parties, countries 
and creeds came for treatment. Among the first meet 
Fricka Reuther, German Brunhilde type, who had 
been persuaded Sapponyi have abortion; when 
she learns the infant would have been boy, Fricka 
furious for her Nazi doctrine had imbued her with pas- 
sionate desire raise sons for Der Fuehrer. Then there 
another patient, Dennis Seymour, Englishman 
artistic tendencies, strong believer independent 
thought and action; there the decadent society woman 
Stefanie von Hohenberge whose lament that the gentle- 
folk Austria have not had children the Nazi women 
have had and result find themselves outnumbered 
(p. 187-8); her solution, line with her decadent 
thought, choose former lover (although her own 
husband alive) the father her child who arrives 
prematurely when Stefanie dies suddenly; there the 
Baron Wolfgang von Trent und Freibuergern who, with 
Sapponyi, recognizes clearly the dangers the Nazi party 
but can little hinder its development. 


Dodd, Mead. 


The central figure the Jewish girl Fehge, daughter the 
peddler Moishe and his wife Dworje both whom died 
and left Fehge orphaned. Sapponyi and his devout Cath- 
olic wife Thérése rear Fehge Strubl. Feghe developed 
into beautiful girl, hardworking, patient, devout Cath- 
olic and, under the tutelage the Methodist nun Andrea 
the order Bethseda, becomes successful nurse. 
But there came great fear her life, that for Conrad 
Schreiner, the illegitimate son the village doctor, who 
had joined the Nazis and had fallen easily with their 
habits lust and violence and easy acquisition prop- 
erty. For Fehge Conrad developed deep hatred for 
refusing his advances, then later for using whip him. 
When Anschluss arrived March 1938 Conrad and 
his companions visited Feghe exact retaliation; just 
they are about seize her, deus machina the form 
the stigmata Christ’s Passion appears Feghe’s 
body; the horrified Nazi youths flee, Conrad rushing off 
hang himself, thus completing slight resemblance 
Judas for which the reader may have been prepared 
the payment thirty Schillinge Conrad for his bomb- 
ing shop his native Austria (p. story’s 
end, Sapponyi has been seized the Nazis, tortured and 
killed; the Austrian people bribed through their stomachs 
accept the new order; Fehge, whose stigmata appeared 
have healed almost quickly they had come, was 
leaving for England with Dennis, the Nazis permitting 


Best SELLERS 


because their fear religious pilgrimages which might 
interfere with political demonstrations. 


Although written with certain amount skill, The 
Outnumbered premature book, lacking the discipline 
Austria which one realizes that such change often 
based petty jealousies, lack human fellowship, exist- 
ence extreme poverty, and absence active religious 
spirit. The one priest the book despicable char- 
acter, capitalizing the dramatic ability group trained 
others enrich himself. The bishop who appears 
after the stigmata more politician than ecclesi- 
astic. particularly bad taste the use the stigmata 
preserve Fehge from the Nazi Carl. Previous refer- 
ences Fehge’s devotions and religious attitudes, although 
frequent (cf. 106, 109, 135, 161, 182, 252, and 315) 
hardly seem sufficient depth and continuity justify 
this extraordinary favor which, historically, seems have 
granted only those who had deep and lasting devotion 
the Passion Christ. Only thinking Fehge 
symbol pure Christianity that might have saved Aus- 
tria, the stigmata saved her from the Nazis, might one 
approve the device. That seems somewhat plausible be- 
cause Conrad’s acceptance the thirty Schillinge and 
his subsequent suicide hanging. 


Several references fornication (p. 147-152 particular) 
will render the book suitable only for mature readers. 


Donath, Stanley The Lord Man War. Knopf. 
Mar. 13, 1944. 338p. $2.50. 


Add another the plethora novels with “under- 
ground” background—this one however somewhat better 
written than the average and more concerned with the 
person than with the movement. Mr. Donath gives 
the story ex-seminarian, safe America, going back 
Europe mission personal vengeance, meeting 
with what passes for love affair, returning with his 
mission unaccomplished and somehow other finding 
himself better man through acceptance the idea that 
this war something more than personal affair, some- 
thing that involves the cooperation all. 


Jan working concession the World’s Fair 
New York circa the winter 1940, starving himself 
effort save enough money bring his father from 
Moravia this country. His father the cobbler 
but somewhat better educated and with more initiative 
hold the unofficial position village spokesman 
all official business. Jan had been sent the seminary 
Vienna but had withdrawn shortly before ordination 
and now confused, cynical, semi-atheistic individual 
who had withdrawn into himself effort find order 
and meaning. the Fair meets Kathrin O’Brien, 
daughter wealthy New York broker, and falls re- 
luctantly love with her. the same time meets 
old Vienna friend, the Jewish doctor, Helmut Leipen, 
who slowly dying tuberculosis and resigned his 
fate. cynically sarcastic probing Leipen discover’s 
Jan’s need for money and raises the necessary $500 
bring the elder Dvorin safety. 


But then comes news Jan that his father had been 
killed S.S. men led schoolmate, Han There- 
upon spite the spirit listlessness, the inertia 
engendered personal safety which inherent all 
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escaped refugees Jan determines throw over everything 
and return Europe for personal revenge Even 
his love for Kathrin sacrificed what considers 
more noble duty though wounds her at- 
tempts organize, the spirit crusade, personal 
underground movement but that soon falls flat leaving 
only Jan and the reluctantly aroused Leipen carry on. 
The two are smuggled aboard ship bound for Monte- 
video and their entrance that city was rendered easy 
through the friendship the captain whose life Leipen 
had saved through daring operation during the voyage. 
Upon arrival they seek illicit passage Spain but are 
delayed. Leipen meets Carmen, chorus girl and part- 
time prostitute, falls love with her and withdraws from 
the venture, marrying her and finally returning America 
where through the kindness the Captain set 
flourishing practice. 


Jan poses Leipen and secures passage ship’s doctor 
deserting when they reach Santander. quickly 
thrown into jail and almost quickly released. Through 
tip furnished jailmate makes contact with the 
Communist underground Madrid. Though they will 
not aid his personal vengeance still value them 
and they wish have him join their work. They tempt 
him with Lisa Dzershavin, mistress the leader and 
agent whose chief stock trade sex, but Jan remains 
adamant. Lisa becomes attached him and Jaime, 
leader the movement, finally furnishes Jan with papers 
and with Lisa. Together they travel Moravia where 
Jan learns the story his father’s death and then 
Vienna where meets the drunken and degenerate Fliegl 
but cannot bring himself kill the man who finally out- 
wits Jan and escapes. this time Jan has succumbed 
Lisa and the two are have baby but she killed 
S.S. raid the next morning and Jan, realizing how thor- 
oughly had been duped Fliegl, goes into hiding 
the confessionals churches and the rooms prostitutes, 
killing Nazis without compunction and often the 
opportunity presents itself. traces from place 
place and finally Paris where again encounters 
Jaime who obtains information that Flieg! has been sent 
via submarine America where had once lived. Jaime 
also arranges passage America, via England, for Jan. 
the crossing the ship torpedoed and sunk with Jan 
being severely injured. For weeks remains uncon- 
scious Newark hospital until can reach Leipen 
who tells him that Flieg! has been caught and executed 
saboteur, thus escaping Jan’s vengeance completely. 
talks Kathrin but she leaves him only return 
presumably later on. necessity abandons his re- 
venge and takes broader, more impersonal view the 
war, being drafted and sent overseas one the weakest 
endings ever seen story this type. 


This really story how blind lust for vengeance 
can ruin man’s life but never fully completed and 
hence has little value. However some instances the 
writing powerful and expressive even though the plot 
not too skillfully woven. There some profanity, ob- 
scenity (p. 193), vulgarity (p. 319), fornication, prostitu- 
tion and series rather confused statements the 
Church. Laughable the author’s knowledge the 
Church when has priest celebrating Mass sur- 
plice. All all there little recommend the book 
and best would suitable only for very mature 


Reynolds 


adults who would probably derive little pleasure value 
from reading it. 


Reynolds, Quentin. The Curtain Rises. Random House. 
Mar. 1944. 353p. $2.75. 


Quentin Reynolds writes excellent travelogue, sparkling 
with names storied cities and big-shot journalists, mili- 
tary men and movie stars. you are content get 
around the world vicariously, Quentin good 
cicerone any. projects the mundi, the 
glamour the globe. reminds the old salt 
whom Newman instances, who had been everywhere and 
seen everything and remained unsullied ideas. 
Reynolds puts it, interested “in people, not govern- 
ments”. should say that Ernie Pyle interested 
people and Reynolds interested celebrities. 


You will probably enjoy the long plane ride, with descents 
into the maelstrom Natal, Cairo, Teheran, Moscow, 
Algiers, Sicily, culminating ringside seat the Salerno 
affair. The A.T.C. has done marvelous job spanning 
Central Africa. Sheperd’s Hotel Cairo still the most 
sinister setting imaginable for international 
Despite Iranian antipathy are doing herculean job 
getting lend-lease supplies Russia. Joe Stalin swell. 
fact, all Russians are swell. The Russian soldier the 
best disciplined the world. Sixty churches Moscow 
are operating out previous 270. Reynolds even man- 
aged Sunday Mass there. Drop the notion that the 
Sicilian campaign was walkover. took lots guts 
and blood, Patton supplying the one and the the 
other. 


Rome was bombed with absolutely Christian decorum. 
Catholic boys were lyrical over the assignment and even 
the Catholic chaplain said, “Give them hell over there!” 
Reynolds watched the Salerno holocaust from the 
Ancon, General Clarks’ headquarters. Not many yards 
from him the Savannah was bombed almost smith- 
ereens. One shudders the approach another day. 


his way home Reynolds interviewed the immortal 
Montgomery, who knows all the answers. Reynolds was 
back the States for the last chapter. you should 
sitting next him cocktail lounge, for heaven’s 
sake don’t criticize the administration wax querulous 
about ration coupons. socked the jaw for 
the traitor you are. 


Quentin, who produced all that materiél you found 
stocked foreign parts? Not bad accomplishment 
for traitorous home front! 

Thomas Fox, C.S.P. 


Catholic Book Club---March Selection 


Cianfarra, Camille The Vatican and the War. Dut- 
ton, 1944. 344p. $3.00. 


The exclusively religious aim recent Vatican diplomacy 
strikingly underscored this essay Camille Cian- 
farra, New York Times correspondent Rome from 1935 
1942. “The only objective Vatican policy,” says the 
author, “is that spreading Catholicism and obtaining 
for its religious bodies favorable working conditions. 
The Church willing collaborate with any government 


Eliot 


that will the possibility carrying out its apos- 
tolic mission, and combats ideologies when their 
practical application harms religious interests. fought 
Hitler, but collaborated with Mussolini when the latter’s 
policy did not affect the Catholic faith. did not hesitate 
fight Mussolini when his policy hampered the work 
the Church” (p. 271). 


The book clear vindication the policy Pius 
and Pius XII the face the Fascist and Nazi aggression. 
Because the essentially anti-Christian character both 
heresies, the pontiffs were forced series protests 
which effect aligned the Vatican the side the 
democracies. This fact was concretely recognized the 
American Government establishing unofficial relations 
with the Holy See. The most convincing indication 
the direction Vatican sympathies was the hate with 
the two popes were regarded Mussolini and 
itler. 


All this most interestingly revealed Mr. Cianfarra’s 
book, which heartily recommended all beyond high 
school age. 


Further good points the volume: the factual evidence 
the coolness the Italian people toward Mussolini 
even early the beginning the Ethiopian war; 
proofs Mussolini’s fears his Axis partner the 
most halycon moments their collaboration; indica- 
tions the important service rendered the governments 
the United Nations the Vatican information services 
the Nazi-occupied countries; confirmation the 
fact that Pius XII feared the Nazi menace much more 
than feared Communism. 
The author gives such vivid analyses these: 
Pius XII the psychological opposite Pius XI. Cau- 
tious, suave, tolerant Pius XII; impulsive, bristling, 
authoritarian Pius XI. The former, the quintessence 
statesmanship, man whose temper and reactions 
are controlled acute, brilliant, intuitive mind 
trained that most rigid schools—the diplomatic 
service the Vatican. The latter, fighter, some- 
times even careless consequences, who often listened 
more the dictates his generous heart 
temper than political expediency. Despite their 
differences, indeed, because them, these two men 
fought side side with perfect teamwork against the 
increasingly strong enemies the Church the past 
decade (p. 84). 
The apparent error Pius endorsing (partially) 
Mussolini’s Ethiopian adventure treated Mr. Cian- 
farra with great fairness and balance (p. The 
attitude Pius XII toward the democracies after June, 
1940, shows, was not only correct but even warmly 
sympathetic. The Pope’s position was extremely difficult 
and delicate; but made clear more than one occa- 
sion that knew which side was upholding Christian 
principles and which side was seeking bring back the 
reign paganism. The following intriguing com- 
ment the strategic position Libya the summer 
1940. France’s decision not continue the war 
from North Africa and the rest her empire was one 
her greatest military blunders. Italy, Balbo himself 
stated, had nothing with which oppose the French and 
English armies her colony, and offensive two 
fronts would have wiped out the badly equipped Fascist 
troops few weeks” (p. 247-48). 


Best SELLERS 


Packed with interesting sidelights the great diplomatic 
struggle centered Rome, this volume gives most reli- 
able picture Vatican political policy from 1929 


the present. 
Joseph Durkin, 
University Scranton. 


Eliot, Major George Fielding. Hour Triumph. Reynal 
and Hitchcock. Mar. 21, 1944. viii, 214p. 


More and more every day Peace, the coy débutante, the 
recipient attentions for her anticipated coming-out 
party. There even some danger the young lady be- 
coming confused the conflicting advice her sponsors. 
They all earnestly wish the occasion real and 
permanent success, but they find difficulty agreeing 
the program. 


Eliot’s suggestions, this firmly written and utterly 
clear book, are practical and realistic, and sufficiently re- 
strained. recommends, brief, that the nations whose 
peaceful intentions can trusted, should maintain the 
peace the world means outright power alli- 
ance. “In every case, all down the ages,” reminds us, 
“the peace every free community has been assured only 
the use force the hands the law-abiding ma- 
jority every case, the real solution has been found 
the establishment reign law, understood all 
and supported all, and backed adequate and ready 
agencies safe-guarded enforcement” (p. pro- 
poses further: 


[that] United States, the nations the British 
Commonwealth, Russia and China will constitute 
themselves what might called the senior wardens 
the new peace, and that they will agreement 
among themselves maintain certain elements their 
armed forces ready all times for use dealing with 
threats peace (p. 181). 


outlining world government, specific institu- 
tion for adjudicating disputes; his plan admittedly 
makeshift—a means keeping peace the world until 
men can devise better one, device order 
gain that breathing space without which none our 
dreams for the future can ever come true” (p. 195-96). 


The idealists, before they begin shooting Major Eliot’s 
frankly unidealistic proposal, should meditate somewhat. 
The fact that does not say much about the necessary 
spiritual bases world peace does not prove that 
places all his reliance material force. present- 
ing, tells us, practical mechanism for keeping peace 
until the world can educated keep peace without 
such practical mechanism. not attempting 
solve the whole problem world peace; suggests 
method keeping order and stability while are ad- 
dressing ourselves the problem. That tightened-up 
version the present United Nations alliance the most 
means atttaining this end, thesis difficult 
deny. 


The flaw the Major’s argument would seem this: 
assumes too readily that the alliance could easily 
carried over into the post-war period. Even now, when 
the members the alliance need each other much, 
they have serious difficulties thinking together and 
working together. not all clear that their post-war 
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aims are fundamentally the same. The potential police 
force the world, other words, not quite agreed 
the kind world wishes police. While eulogizing 
the virtues realism, the Major might have handled this 
more frankly. 


Accepting only for what claims modest blue- 
print for moderate breathing space while the more 
elaborate planning goes forward—this reviewer inclined 
reccommend the book for the general reader who 
willing believe that world peace, like medieval cathe- 
dral, must built stages. 

Joseph Durkin, J., 


University Scranton 


Caldwell, Taylor. The Final Hour. 
$3.00. 


Many book, packed with hindsight, has marshalled the 
events the pre-Pearl Harbor decades fit peculiar 
thesis the author. All them see dimly that some- 
thing wrong the world but all them miss the basic 
causes and are merely attempts arrive some confused 
solution usually humanistic and with only faint and 
almost worthless consciousness God. Sinclair’s “Lanny 
Budd” series was this type Mrs. Caldwell’s present 
and latest novel. Both writers are the international 
level, both concern themselves not only with public figures 
but with the hidden powers that move 
her present book Mrs. Caldwell builds the thesis that 
greed, lust for power, evil decadence the ruling capi- 
talist-industrialist-banker class and their attempts reduce 
middle and lower classes state serfdom resulted 
the rise Fascism whose conquest the world was only 
barely prevented “the imponderables conscience”, 
the decency inherent the little man who only now 
waking from his lethargy. our own countrv these little 
men are the descendants the English and not the serf- 
conscious immigrants other lands. 


Mar. 27, 


Scribners. 


The Final Hour two threads narrative run side 
side, commingling give the final story. The one the 
internal struggle the Bouchard clan for self-preservation, 
one side under the leadership Antoine choosing Hitler 
and Fascism, the second under Henri aligning itself against 
the Fascists but only the interests selfish survival. 
The second main thread the love story Henri and 
Celeste which moves through adultery final consum- 
mation. The “terrible most involved 
genealogy, are widespread clan controlling vital portions 
munitions and other heavy industry. Essentially they 
are evil and there good them—even when their 
goals are good their means and intentions are evil and 
purely self-interested. describe them characters 
more detail would only transplant some the au- 
thor’s tedious 500 odd pages into this review. Briefly then 
the Bouchards, interested only their own preservation 
and aggrandizement, have acted accordingly interna- 
tional affairs. However the late 30’s Henri, the most 
powerful and hated all, finally perceives that the 
Fascism they have helped create Europe will only de- 
stroy them the end. gathers several the clan 
his standard and begins game devious and wily in- 
trigue block the efforts his relatives and their cohorts. 
These, led Antoine, have not only aided Hitler and 
entered into agreements with him but have undertaken 


Caldwell 


lull America the use suborned politicians, State 
Department officials, newspapers, radio, pressure organi- 
zations and other propaganda methods, until has 
finished Europe and can then assist them America. 
Almost every person and movement the late pre-war 
years included here with only few such Roosevelt 
and Willkie being given their true names, the others bask- 
ing under easily recognized aliases. the end, just after 
Pearl Harbor, Henri wins and compels cooperation from 
his adversaries the basis that only under. capitalist- 
can their class survive. 


Celeste has for years been married the ailing, idealistic 
and expatriate Peter Bouchard. Peter has written one 
book exposing the international bankers and munitions 
makers and engaged collecting material for another 
warn the world the course events leading the 
present chaos. The effort and the facts learns sap his 
strength and when the clouds war roll over the horizon 
returns America die but not before his book 
written. Celeste had once been engaged Henri but that 
had been broken and Henri had married Annette, sister 
Antoine, gain control the Bouchard pyramid. 
However the weakling Armand, father Antoine and 
Annette, still holds control those enterprises through 
stock even though has resigned actual operations and 
policy Henri. Being the most powerful, Henri also 
the most evil and self-interested the Bouchards. 
has love for Annette but consuming passion for 
Celeste which however never allowed interfere with 
his plans. Overcoming Celeste’s momentary resistance 
relights the same passion her and adultery occurs. 
child born shortly after Peter’s death and Henri, who 
cannot divorce Annette until after Armand’s death, and 
Celeste engage game renunciation, hatred, recon- 
ciliation and separation that would laughable were 
not idiotically foolish. Finally when Henri has every- 
thing under control Annette cooperates asking for 
divorce and Henri and Celeste are united happiness 
the story ends. 


The Final Hour vast, sprawling, unwieldy melange 
plot, intrigue and over-dramatized, unrealistic emotion 
extending through too many pages that undisciplined 
writing which these days classed emotionally 
powerful. Mrs. Caldwell stresses the sinister evil 
powerful men and the vague force for good inherent 
the people but her whole picture confused and 
strained valueless. She has missed entirely the 
essential causes and only wandering along shadowy by- 
ways. usual her hatred “the Church” evident 
and upon she vents almost frenetic spleen refer- 
ence after reference. the usual anticlericalism and 
the identification with Fascism she adds the touch that 
the Church really financed bankers (p. 206) and 
that she loves society princes and slaves. She occa- 
sionally satisfies stunted sense fairness confining 
her anticlericalism the hierarchy and even admits that 
one two them may not entirely evil. Again she 
cannot forego the use that curious adjective “Jesuitical” 
expression contempt and abomination. She also 
subscribes the nonsense inherent evil the Ger- 
man people which foredestines them and renders them 
incapable any good action. Added this are few 
mystic references misunderstood Russia which may 
rise its power save the world and belief the 
evolution the human spirit higher levels. course 
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there some profanity and condemnation adultery 
which even given happy ending but this rather 
ordinary material added the pandering activities the 
Bouchards who shuffle their women about wives and 
mistresses suit their own interests. seems almost 
superfluous say that this book needs recom- 
mended class reader. 


Moore, Grace. You’re Only Human Once. Doubleday, 


Doran. Feb. 1944. $2.50. 


The title this book significant indication the 
‘pattern its contents. Miss Moore’s autobiography 
just another sad narration bourgeois, vapid, secularized 
existence—crowned what modern society calls success. 
Though the author herself seems have remained de- 
cently aloof from much the double-standard living 
which she was part, there nevertheless tacit ap- 
proval this world inverted values—where the ultima 
thule has been reached when one can address Lady Peel 
and Miss Lawrence “Bea and Gerty”. 


the small Tennessee village Slabtown, where she 
was the tomboy daughter strict Baptist family, Grace 
Moore first became aware her unusual vocal gift. She 
sang the church choir, and, this was the only outlet 
for her talents, she had thoughts eventually becoming 
missionary China order have constant excuse 
for singing hymns! After bitter family struggle, she 
finally succeeded embarking musical career. 


Her first recognition came from Broadway where she 
earned enough money second-rate musicals and road 
shows enable her fulfill her lifelong ambition: 
study France under expert teachers. This interlude 
lasted several months, but when funds gave out she was 
forced return New York where Irving Berlin cast her 
his Music Box Revue. was during this period that 
she met many the great and near-great the musical 
world, among them the renowned teacher, Marafioti, who 
was have such influence her later development. 
There are, this point, some interesting discussions 
the technique her art which voice students will un- 


doubtedly relish. 


Opportunity again comes for her return France. 
This time she works fervidly that her voice undergoes 
remarkable transformation, and she able reach, 
short time, the goal all operatic singers: Metro- 
politan debut New York. Subsequently, fame and 
money, world tours, Hollywood success, and happy mar- 
riage are the lot this attractive prima donna. 


Best SELLERS 


Little can said commendation the writing, with 
its poor, loose-jointed sentences, labored expressions, 
cliches, and dull repetitions. slight tale, slightly 
told. the thoughtful reader, however, the long and 
detailed accounts life pre-war Paris will give rise 
grave reminder, namely, that the present physical horrors 
which Europe enduring are less calamitous, perhaps, 
the spiritual and moral abominations that went 
efore. 
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